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Introduction

« Jurisdictions are using “spike alerts,” to address drug overdoses in
communities

« Targeted messages notify recipients that there is an unexpected increase iIn
drug-related overdoses in a specific area.

« The messages can be shared via email, social media, or even direct SMS text
messaging, and all are free to the users.

 The purpose of these notifications is to reduce injury or death from opioid
overdoses during spike events




Issues

« Increasing adulteration of the illicit drug supply with fentanyl

« Drug checking is a harm reduction strategy that provides individuals with

Information about substances they plan to consume adverting unintentional
overdoses

« Incorporating this information into an app can help alert others about real-
time changes to the drug supply




Current Practice

e “Bad Batch” Apps exist in multiple communities with multiple input sources
for alert app subscribers to changes to the drug supply (ex: Baltimore, Ohio,

etc.)

« NNHRA is proposing to use the Safety Outreach System (SOS) be a mobile
application that aims to inform its users of drug batches that are correlated

to overdoses or fentanyl test strip positivity

SOAR ABOUTUS

How do Deadly Batch Alerts work? v

When you sign up for alerts, your phone
number or email address is securely
stored in our database. When a public
health department, coroner’s office, or
other health agency notices a surge in
overdoses, you will receive a text, email,
or app notification that notifies you of
the overdose surge and shares any other
information we have. When community
members find and report that their drugs
are laced, you will receive an alert with
information about that drug and where it
was found.

TEXT "SOAR" TO 419-670-7627
OPEN IN MESSAGES
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enter your email -

CLOSE

| understand that the data |
submit will only be used to
alert my community of possibly
dangerous batches and will not
be connected to my personal
information

GO TO BATCH REPORT

When you submit an alert, your
name and phone number are NOT
stored or connected to the info you
submit in any way. They cannot be
traced to your location.

t will be
Columbus
ame and

2 sadly drug you
rep , the date e submission,
and the location you specify

The only informatic

All data is stored in a secure,
encrypted database. We commit to
protecting your identity and never

sharing any information with police.

CLOSE

PAST ALERTS

OVERDOSE SURGE ALERT!

3 days ago (3/20/2023)

There has been a recent spike in
suspected overdoses in Findlay/Hanco...

DEADLY BATCH ALERT!

i} 12 days ago (3/11/2023)
Meth Mixed with fentanyl. Tan/brownish
color ...

OVERDOSE SURGE ALERT!

3 months ago (12/17/2022)

4 overdoses in the past 24 hours in
Hancock County. ...

OVERDOSE SURGE ALERT!
3 months ago (12/13/2022)

2 fatal overdoses in the past 2 days and
4 in the past week in Hancock County. ...

Get FREE Narcan/naloxone and
fentanyl test strips delivered to
you!

GET TEST

GET NARCAN

*buttons open links to external websites*
We don't store any of your personal
information, including the address

you provide.

CLOSE




Gaps

« Gap - Rigorous evaluation of utilization, implementation, and impact of
“Bad Batch Apps”

« Evaluation studies of fentanyl test strips report that most people informed of
their drug contents report a change In drug use behavior (Peiper et al, 2019)




Populations Impacted

 Primary: People who use or inject drugs (PWUD/PWID)

« Secondary:
« PWUD/PWID Social Networks (friends, family)

 Outreach workers/peer navigators
« Other populations disproportionately impacted by substance use disorders




Recommendation(s)

e Pilot and evaluate the use of the “Bad Batch” App services in one
behavioral health region (i.e., support implementation of
NNHRA's SOS app launch)

« Rigorously evaluate the impact and reach of the app to determine
effectiveness and next steps for potential expansion.




References

« LAPPA (2021). Retrieved from https://legislativeanalysis.org/spike-alert-apps/

« Peiper, N. C., Duhart Clarke, S. E., Vincent, L. B., Ciccarone, D., Kral, A. H., & Zibbell, J. E. (2019).
Fentanyl test strips as an opioid overdose prevention strategy: Findings from a syringe services program in
the Southeastern United States. International Journal of Drug Policy, 63, 122-

128. https://doi.org/10.1016/].drugpo.2018.08.007

« Nay, Larson. & Lee. (2023). Bad Batch Alert App. Presentation to the SURG. April 5, 2023. Retrieved from
https://ag.nv.gov/About/Administration/Substance _Use Response_Working Group_(SURG)/

« Thomas, S. (2023). Nevada State Unintentional Drug Overdose Reporting System, Report of Deaths January
to June, 2022 — Statewide. Trudy Larson MD Institute of Health Impact and Equity, School of Public Health,
University of Nevada, Reno. https://www.nvopioidresponse.org/od2a/

« Thomas, S. (2022). Nevada State Unintentional Drug Overdose Reporting System, Report of Deaths January
to June, 2021 — Statewide. Trudy Larson MD Institute of Health Impact and Equity, School of Public Health,
University of Nevada, Reno. https://www.nvopioidresponse.org/od2a/

« Substance Use Response Group. (2023). Harm Reduction Recommendations — Draft. Presented on July 17,
2023. Retrieved from
https://ag.nv.gov/About/Administration/Substance _Use Response_Working_Group_(SURG)/



https://doi.org/10.1016/j.drugpo.2018.08.007

Contact Information

Name Jessica Johnson

Phone 702-759-1268
Email johnsonjes@snhd.org




	Slide 1: “Bad batch” app
	Slide 2: Disclosures
	Slide 3: Introduction 
	Slide 4: Issues
	Slide 5: Current Practice
	Slide 6: Gaps 
	Slide 7: Populations Impacted   
	Slide 8: Recommendation(s)
	Slide 9: References 
	Slide 10: Contact Information  

